


The CRA gave the University of Florida Landscape Architecture students an overview of the project and a brief history of Liveoak, Fl. 
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LIVE OAK, FLORIDA 

STRENGTHS
-rich historic content 
-rich cultural heritage 
-enthusiastic, willing and knowledgeable CRA 
representatives
-existing infrastructure 
-located between major cities: Gainesville, -located between major cities: Gainesville, 
Jacksonville, Tallahassee 
-proximity to Suwanee music festival
-new walking trail
-local jazz festival

WEAKNESSES
-lack of urban canopy
-lack of natural corridors 
-poor connectivity
-not a walkable city
-street noise 
-lacking downtown points of inte-lacking downtown points of interest

OPPORTUNITIES
-location along major railway
-several existing open spaces 
-start of trail system 
-pump house and water tower
-barren areas 

THREATS
-flood zones
-CSX 
-competing cities distracting
-noise
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EXISTING LAND USE 
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EXISTING TREE CHARACTER 
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EXISTING ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER 



18

OPEN SPACE CHARACTER

CITY OF LIVE OAK Scale: 1:2000
N
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EXISTING GREEN SPACE CHARACTER 
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LIVE OAK, FLORIDA 

STRENGTHS
-rich historic content 
-rich cultural heritage 
-enthusiastic, willing and knowledgeable CRA 
representatives
-existing infrastructure 
-located between major cities: Gainesville, -located between major cities: Gainesville, 
Jacksonville, Tallahassee 
-proximity to Suwanee music festival
-new walking trail
-local jazz festival

WEAKNESSES
-lack of urban canopy
-lack of natural corridors 
-poor connectivity
-not a walkable city
-street noise 
-lacking downtown points of inte-lacking downtown points of interest

OPPORTUNITIES
-location along major railway
-several existing open spaces 
-start of trail system 
-pump house and water tower
-barren areas 

THREATS
-flood zones
-CSX 
-competing cities distracting
-noise
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FOCUS AREAS 
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veInventory + Scope

Ohio Avenue, a state road, is within the jurisdiction of FDOT. Overhead power-lines, 
obstructed sidewalks, a wide road with no Urban Canopy, make Ohio Ave unpleasant 
for drivers and pedestrians. We quickly identified where our efforts would focus on: 
Canopy, urban infill Pedestrian use, storm water management and a sense of arrival. 

Howard St. E Howard St.

Old City Hall

Rail Road Crossing

Historic Courthouse

Historic Post Office

S 
O

hi
o 

 A
ve

.

Obstructive Landscape + Proximity to Cars

Junction of Ohio Ave and Railway

Historic Character along Ohio (Post Office)

Lack of Tree Canopy and Street Character 

Exploring Railway/Urban Interface

Looking North on Ohio
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The Approach
Approaching from the north and south on Ohio we identified ways to improve the 
transition into Historic LiveOak. By extending a median along the road and planting 
it with Live Oaks and planting native plants the approach to the Downtown would 
let the visitor know they are now arriving somewhere new. 
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A Sense of Arrival
Genius Loci   [A spirit of place] Gateways have been used to define communities 
throughout human history. Unlike walls , the don’t deliberately keep individuals out but 
the tell the visitor this is “Us” and “you” are welcome here. 

St. Augustine, Fl  gateway

St. Louis Arch Gateway

Ibor City, Tampa, Fl Gateway
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The Gateway
There needs to be a declaration of arrival. Something to say “I am here, this is Liveo-
ak.“ A design that incorporates a traditional gateway, somewhat hidden and soft, with 
perennial and annual planting beds and a crown of live oaks above declaring ones 
entrance to the Historic LiveOak, would give one a sense of arrival. 
 
Areas to apply this design would be at the intersection of 
Duval St and Ohio N with the architectural backdrop of the old City Hall Parshley St and 
S Ohio at the old Post Office. 
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Urban Infill 
Areas along Ohio Ave showed potential adding and or retrofitting existing buildings 
for infill. These areas can be either Pocket parks, multi-use buildings with loft style 
apartments. An additional 77,415 s.f. of infill can be added to Ohio Ave between the 
Old City hall and The Histroic Post Office

In
fil

l O
pp

or
tu

ni
tie

s
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Design Response

Plant Palette

 In response to the corridor gave us we addressed our goals to increase the tree 
canopy, bury power-lines along Ohio Ave, widen sidewalks and narrow drive lanes to 
accommodate  a median. To respond to water management issues we’ve proposed 
rain gardens along the entire corridor. In addition to moving rain water they beautify 
the corridor with native Florida plants. 

Median and 
Rain Garden

Designed Railroad
Crossing

Infill Character

Live Oak Saw Palmetto Monkey Grass

Goldenrod Plant

White Muhly GrassBlueflag IrisBald Cypress

Red Maple African Iris
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STREET DETAIL 
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C

E

D

A

A

B

B

STREET SECTIONS A + B
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 RETENTION POND

INFILTRATION

 RETENTION POND

 CANOPY INTERCEPTION

RECHARGED AQUIFER

RAIN GARDEN FUNCTION
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STREET SECTION C
FEATURING FLEXIBLE RIGHT-OF-WAY 



35 INTERSECTION OF OHIO AVE. AND CONNER ST.
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D

E

STREET SECTIONS D + E
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The University of Florida Landscape Architecture Class of 2018 
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Heading down to the proposed Heritage Square Park for inventory collection and analysis
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The team analyzing the existing railroad conditions
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The team preparing to board the Amtrak for their Case Study Research
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ART DISTRICT



102

THE ARTS 
DISTRICT 
ON 
H O W -
ARD 
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PROJECT BOUNDARY 
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SEARCHING FOR AN ARTS DISTRICT IDENTITY 
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SEARCHING FOR AN ARTS DISTRICT IDENTITY 

A community that expresses their 
ideas and character are sure to attract 
visitors from places near and far for a 
peek at a lively Live Oak. A core space, 
event, or symbol can help foster 
an identity for the Arts District that 
would strengthen its ties to greater 
Live Oak.

A COMMUNITY EFFORT

CATALYST TO DEVELOP AN ARTS DISTRICT IDENTITY
SOCIALLY & CULTURALLY
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IMPROVING THE PEDESTRIAN EXPERIENCE
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TRI-PARK 
INTERSECTION
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BULB-
OUTS

CROSS-
WALKS

SPEED 
TABLE

WHAT CAN 
THESE LOOK 
LIKE?
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Millennium Park, Chicago, IL

Nasher Sculpture Center, Dallas, 

EXAMPLES OF PARKS WITH CENTRAL 
LAWNS
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WOODLAND WETLAND
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ROAD DIET STRATEGIES

Existing Road Condition 

Proposed

A method to reclaim public space back for the pedestrian is 
to analyze existing road conditions to possibly reconfigure 
the number of lanes and lane widths.  
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Vision for a more pleasant walking experience
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THANK YOU TO THE CRA AND THE CITY OF LIVE OAK FOR ALLOWING THE 
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE, CLASS OF 

2018 , TO BE A PART OF THIS PROCESS 




